tistry in catering pays off - Pasadena Star-News - Windows Internet Explorer

Pas

& PASADENA CA How: T3%F Highe 68%F Lows B4%F S-Day Forec

adena Sta

Live Traffic:

Q Thiz Site @

-New
RS R T E Web Search powared by YAHOO! SEARCH Login | Ne

0% 210W 575

G055 TION 110N &0V

E-Edition | B8 RSS | Mobile | Mobile Edition
eiter

Home News g

S

Ask About this Story

Hawe a g about hiing
in thiz story? Ask it here and get
answars from maders like you.

LISTEN TO STORY DOWNLOAD

LN g B GLIGE | il
Mlzes Podcadly
By Menifee Work At

Home Program
iaiar dapag! T

Mosl Viewsd [ £

1. Amested Pasadena
housekeeper stole a
lithe at a ime, police say
Teenage boy stabbed in
Arcadia

Descanso provides
home for LAUSD's
forest nature center
USC FOOTBALL
Trejans hope to aveid 3
Bear trap in Berkeley
Taddler injured in fall
from window in
Pasadena

Public warned about
wiglent rabbers in
Alhambra

Rosamead bar fight
ends wilh gunfire, one
wictim not expected to

SUnvive

Ride home nearly ends
in rape for Pasadena
WOoman

PREF FOOTBALL:
Monrovia had its way
with La Salle, 48-14
PREF FOOTBALL:
Smith propels Temple
City's win over
Rosemead

10

Questions/Answers

Questions and ANSWEers on
Pasadena Star-News stores
from readers ke you. Submi
your own quéstion
FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS.

= Suspected burglars in
custody ...
by wetsswriter | 5 Answers
. |tnu_vl.'lar. appears close
G ..,
by FreddyS| 1 Answer
= La Vemne (irls Softball's
10U
by e War Eagle | 1

3

£ edokARE of 20 8

Bpoot @gmail [a[A[A] Font Resize

Artistry in catering pays off

By Ryan Cartaer. Staff Writer
Fozted: 10/02/2009 11:00:17 M PDT

IRWINDALE - Vincent DeRosa had his
misgivings 20 years ago when he stared
Picasso's Cafe, Bakery and Catening Company.

The restaurant was in a business park in the
middle of a city that didn't have many residents

But the business had its advantages. His wife,
Mana, wanted him to be home at normal hours
and the weekend to help raise their family. So
running a business in a town that closed down
early had potential

The potential has paid off. DeRosa and his family
celebrate their 20th year next month

“I'm very proud to have served the community for
20 years," he said. "We're doing what we love.
It's our passion.”

That passion started when DeRosa and his family saw potential demand for a restaurant, after the family had
maved their furniture business from Los Angeles to a new business center in Inmindale

So early on, they started the restaurant, which onginally served traditional italian fare. The restawrant took off,
using Vincent DeRosa's training as a chef, to serve Inmindale’s growing business clientele. They sald tha fumniture
business and committed to the restaurant.

DeRosa's wife, Mana, left her teaching career

Mow, 20 years later, the business is sening everything from paninis to pastries from T in the moming to 2:30
p.m. and ¢atenng to corporate clients every day at all hours

What makes the business unique is that place in a corporate park

“It's completely untraditional ” said Manssa Buckisch, DeRosa’s daughter, who runs the marketing and of the
business. "That's pant of what draws people to us. You don't expect it. From the outside, it's a business park.
From the inside. You fieel like you walked into something in Old Town.”

You dont expect it in corporate park, she said. But that's pant of its appeal. 3o much so that the family is
looking at options for whether to expand into other corporate parks

But the DeRosas are proud of the moment, knowing their children, educated in finance and marketing, are taking
hold of the next generation of the business

“He saw himself here at the time we gat marmed, running something that had to do with food,” Maria DeRosa
said.

It s2ams the decision to try it paid off, she said
"W still have a life,” she said
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